Today is
,
our lead story is about

the
. This is Ken Morgan’s Northcoast Ag Report,
when we return

http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2018-03-06/consumer-issues/hearings-this-week-on-landmarkcase-against-pesticide/a61720-1

Hearings This Week on Landmark Case Against Pesticide
March 6, 2018

SAN FRANCISCO – A landmark series of hearings continue all this week,
looking at claims that Roundup, the most common pesticide in the world, is
linked to cancer.
A federal judge in San Francisco won't decide if that's true, however. Rather,
he'll rule on whether the plaintiffs in a mega-suit against Roundup's
manufacturer, Monsanto, can present that claim if the case goes to trial.
Angel Garcia is a community organizer in the farmworker communities of
Tulare County with the Coalition Advocating for Pesticide Safety.
"It is my hope that health and community well-being is prioritized and
protected," Garcia says. "It's not surprising to see a company like Monsanto
leveraging what money and influence it has to discredit scientists who are
willing to go on record and be on the side of the people."
More than 300 lawsuits have been combined for these hearings. In 2015, the
International Agency for Research on Cancer, part of the World Health
Organization, classified glyphosate, the main ingredient in Roundup, as a
"probable human carcinogen." But Monsanto says hundreds of studies have
determined the product to be safe.
Garcia says the farmworker communities are worried about the health
effects and want to see the large-scale spraying stopped, especially near
schools and playgrounds.
"I would like to see a transition to alternatives that are not linked to cancer,"
he adds. "We don't necessarily have to be dependent on chemical use."
Many of the plaintiffs who are suing Monsanto suffer from non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma.

The state of California lists glyphosate as a carcinogen, but the EPA says it
is safe when used according to the directions.


Western Snowpack Could Get a Late Season Boost
Western water supplies this spring and summer may still be less than
ideal, but may not be as small as was first feared. (Gary Crawford and
Brad Rippey)

THIS SATURDAY...
OUR ANNUAL STATEWIDE GATHERING IN DAVIS,
CA

Network • Learn • Advocate • Mobilize • Celebrate
Have you seen this year's schedule for our big annual gathering coming up
March 10 in Davis, CA? Join us for workshops and demos exploring soil
health, agritourism, farm-to-school, agricultural cooperatives, farm credit,
farmland access, CSAs, the history of farm-to-table, food safety, flower
farming, seed growing, crop insurance, small farm marketing and much,
much more!
And join us for our annual Farm Policy Forum that afternoon where we'll
be asking you about the most pressing issues facing our family farms,
feedback that will help guide our political advocacy in the year ahead.

Tickets for the day's workshops available until Saturday, online or at the
door.

$20 General Admission
9am - 5pm
UC Davis

Ticket sales for the Agrarian Lovers Ball end Wednesday!

